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Remembrance and Hope on 9/11

I was driving to the job I had just begun as a Pastoral Intern
at a church in Arlington, Virginia when I heard on the radio that an
airplane had flown into a building in New York City. By the time I got
into the office, the second plane had hit as well. And not long after
that, the Pentagon, which was just a few miles from our church, was
also hit. We all remember where we were when we heard the news
of the attacks on September 11, 2001. We probably also all remem-
ber the sense of fear, chaos, loss, and disorientation that followed.
Our church, like many churches in the weeks that followed 9/11, was
packed with folks looking for answers, many of whom hadn’t set foot
in a church in years. The main question we were asked to answer
was “Why?”, but others also asked, "What now?” and, "Where is
God in all of this?” Because our church was just a few miles from
the Pentagon, and because a significant portion of our membership
worked for the federal government, the tragedies of the day were
felt in an especially poignant and personal way.

Most of the details of those first days and weeks in our church’s
life have slowly slipped from my memory, but a few things remain in
vivid detail. I remember singing three songs: O God, Our Help in
Ages Past,” “There Is a Balm in Gilead,” and “All My Hope on God Is
Founded.” I remember giving a children’s sermon on what “balm” is:
something that doesn’t prevent us from getting hurt, but something
that aids in the healing. And I remember a sense of both national
unity as well as unity within our smaller community. It was a sense
of unity like I had never experienced anywhere in my life. We were a
people brought together and bound together by a shared experience
of common loss, questioning, and hope.

This year we’ll mark the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks
during our Sunday worship on September 11. In some ways the day
will be like a memorial service we might have for a loved one. It will
be a service of both remembrances and hope, and like a memorial
service it's likely to include both laughter and tears as we open our-
selves to movements of the Spirit. Then after worship we’ll keep that
sense of Spirit rolling with good food, good conversation, and good
friends. (See page 2 for more on the Kickoff Potluck.) Hope to see
you there.

Blessings,

Curt
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Moderator’s Reflections

A new church year gets underway in just a few weeks as Sunday school classes
resume, the chancel and bell choirs begin practicing and performing, and our church
year again kicks into high gear. We aren’t busy for the sake of “"busy-ness.”
Instead, LUCC is a vibrant place full of folks with a mission. For some, their mission
is to contact those we haven'’t seen for awhile, to let them know they are missed.
Others are on a mission to offer rides to church or the doctor, still others volunteer
at agencies serving those in need. Some folks are on a mission to keep the church
and grounds in good repair so that LUCC is an attractive and welcoming place. And
there are those responsible for church operations, teaching Sunday school, planning
the worship service, supporting youth activities, and ensuring a welcoming fellow-
ship hour after church.
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Everyone, not just committee members, has a role in our church, and experience
isn't a requirement. Willing hands and good hearts are all that are needed. A
healthy, loving church requires the commitment of every single one of us, and we
look forward to your contribution, large or small.
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Tabby Bernardo

WANTED: SINGERS AND RINGERS

The bell choir needs a new member. Our rehearsal time is
Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:45. It's fun! Also, we would love to
have a few new singers in the Chancel Choir. Rehearsals are
Wednesday from 7:00 to 8:30. Please talk with me about any questions you may
have. Contact me at Joan Wagner (jpaw.1@g.com) or 720-404-3273.

KICKOFF SUNDAY - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Let us all gather together after the long lazy summer. Kickoff Sunday includes the
beginning of the Sunday school year and the welcoming back of members away for weeks
at a time. The Fellowship Committee will sponsor a Kickoff Potluck following the Worship
Service on Sunday, September 11. Sign up sheets will be found in the Narthex. For the
Potluck we are assigning the following:

A-G Breads

H-M Salads/Sides
N-S Desserts

T-Z Main Dish

We are looking for some special volunteers to help with the set-up and preparation for the
event on Saturday, September 10 at 5:00 p.m. With many hands, we expect to be done in
record time!
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TIDINGS

TIDINGS

We hope that all of you alert folks
noticed the last page of the August
7 church program from the national
UCC...it referred to The

Unofficial Handbook of the United
Church of Christ, written by
Quinton G. Caldwell, one of the
authors of the Stillspeaking Daily
Devotions, and OUR Curt Preston.
The reviewer calls it a “pocket
church survival guide you never
knew you needed, but shouldn’t
have to live without.” We’d like to say that Pastor
Curt speaks freely of this “lighthearted look at the
United Church of Christ,” but in all honesty he
(modestly) doesn’t much mention it. The reviewer
says the book contains practical tips on staying
awake in church, what to bring to church potlucks,
and ways to go about being a better church person.

We now realize that Curt is not only a father, hus-
band, son, minister, guitar-player, camp counselor,
teacher and dessert-maker...he’s also an author.

Let's Get Acquainted with one of our members who
has a great deal to do with improving the environment
and ecosystems of some of our national treasures.
Tim Randall, an LUCC member since 1981, was bap-
tized in the UCC church in Salt Lake City, and earned
his degree from the University of Utah. Faced with
several intriguing job offers for his civil engineering
skills, he decided to accept one in Denver, from the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; he has been with the
bureau for 31 years. He earned his master’s degree
in civil engineering from the University of Colorado,
and after he completes his dissertation, he will re-
ceive his doctorate.

As manager of the “Sedimentation and River Hydrau-
lics” section, supervising 20 engineers and other staff,
Tim works in 17 states, although he is headquartered
in Denver. Specifically, he specializes in river chan-
nels, reservoirs, and restoration. His favorite project
of all time, and one that is ongoing, is the Elwha River
Restoration Project at Olympic National Park in
Washington. Working with the Department of Interior,
Tim describes removing two concrete dams and sedi-
ment to restore an active ecosystem for salmon. The
project officially opens on September 17, and Tim and
his wife, Kathy, plan to be there for the ceremony.

Another favorite project
was at the Grand Canyon
dam, where Tim’s staff
developed operational
changes to improve envi-
ronmental conditions. Tim
has even gone overseas,
to Jordan, to help with a
reservoir project.

Shortly after Tim moved to
Colorado, he met his wife,
Kathy, through an aunt who said, “I know a really nice
girl you ought to meet.” Aunts always know best, and
on August 27 they celebrated 29 years of marriage.
They have a son, Tom, who is a chemical engineer
for Chevron in California, and a daughter, Jennifer,
who is studying cosmetology at the Aveda Institute.
Kathy is a member of the church bell choir. Tim has
myriad interests, including skiing, running, weight
lifting and hiking. He has been a part of all but four
of the Ride the Rockies events since 1986, and has
often been accompanied by either Kathy or Tom. A
woodworker, he has made some of the furniture in his
home. He plans to get back to his model railroads as
soon as he has some time.

He belongs to the American Society of
Professional Engineers and chairs several
professional committees. At LUCC, he served

on the Mission Board and chaired the Board of
Church Operations for about 10 years; he is still a
member of Church Operations. Through the years,
he and his family have traveled extensively, both in
the United States and in other countries.

Tom is very grateful for the warm reception he
received from members when he first came to LUCC
some 30 years ago. In fact, one of his favorite
memories is of a special holiday. It was Thanks-
giving, his immediate family was in Utah, and he was
invited to dinner by Carmen Jaeger and her family,
including her late husband Ken and daughters
Kathryn (Restad), Connie and Carolyn (Livingston).
He remembers thinking at the time, “Yep, that’s the
church | want.”

Tabby Bernardo
Photo by Jenny Merriman
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Christian Education

Lakewood UCC - Christian Education (CE)
(Children, Youth and Adults)

BBF - Building Blocks of Faith Kick-Off! Starts September 11, 2011
Lambs 4 yrs - 2nd grade Doves 3rd grade - 6th grade

What is BBF- Building Blocks of Faith?
Our Sunday school program is called Building Blocks of Faith - BBF and is open to
all children from Pre-K (age 4) to 6th grade. The children meet during the church
hour to participate in different "blocks" such as activities, art and games, based
around a Biblical theme. This modified rotational model explores critical Biblical
concepts, and it allows our children to explore in depth being “The Hands, Feet and
Voice of Jesus" in relation to self and others.

BBF - Teaching Volunteer Opportunities
Teaching Needs: October - December, 2011
Four Teachers needed each Sunday
Two for the Lambs and Two for the Doves
It is the "Best 45 Minutes of Your Week".
Volunteer once or twice this semester.
Materials for teaching are prepped and ready each week!
Lessons Plans are sent via e-mail.
Needing teachers with heart, sense of humor and joy!
No Experience Necessary!
Bless Our Children with Your Time and Joy!
Contact Jen for more information: 303- 233-4401 or jenkeyes@qwestoffice.net.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

BBF Teaching Dates Available
October - 2, 9, 16, 23 November - 6, 13, 20 December - 4, 11, 18

Nursery
Starting September 11, 2011 - Nursery open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

We have two experienced nursery attendants with CPR and first aid certification,
as well as having had background checks.
Youth teaching assistants from the youth group (YAC) are their helpers.

YAC - Youth at Church
Starting September 18, 2011
6:30 p.m. at the Church
All Welcome!

Adult Education
Rob Bell - Nooma Series
Taught by the CE Board
Starting September 18, 2011
Sundays after church in the Stage Room

All Welcome! C H RISTIAN
ED ATION
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Here is a brief synopsis of our financial picture as July 31, 2011:

Pledged income ($132,657) was 98% of expectations ($135,833) for this time of year.
Unpledged income ($8,401) was 110% of expectations ($7,672) for this time of year.
Total income ($156,426) was 98% of expectations ($159,945) for this time of year.
Total expenses ($159,245) were 99% of expectations ($161,438) for this time of year.
As of July 31, 2011, expenses exceeded income by ($2,819).
Net income was budgeted at ($1,493). The actual was a net loss of ($2,819). The difference
was ($1,326).
July was a really good month! Thank you for your contributions.

Church Board of Operations
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SummerfEnds September 22

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JEN KEYES!!

Twila Shankland and Jenny Merriman led the celebration of
Jen@Over t hearlHbirthday on August 7 during Fel-
lowship Hour. Jen is quoted as saying that because her birth-
day (and her twin sister Anni eds
usually falls on Labor Day weekend, there usually is not a
celebration at church because folks take the weekend off!

Jen was given a lovely centerpiece from Marcia Forney and
everyone gave her birthday

blessings and best wishes. Happy Birthday Jen!!!
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YAC Kickoff Sunday September 18

YAC is the youth fellowship ministry of Lakewood UCC led by Pastor Curt
and Jen Keyes. It is open to all youth 7*-12'" grade. We typically meet
on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for a mix of fellowship, service,
and discussion. We are very excited about another great year of YAC and
Youth Group hope you'll plan on joining us. If you have any questions, please contact
Curt or Jen.

Confirmation Parent and Student Information Session
Sunday September 25 at 11:30 a.m.

We will once again be having a confirmation class this year. The class is open to all youth,
7™ grade and older. Confirmation is a year of study and discernment to learn about the
Bible, the Church, the United Church of Christ, and what it means to be a Christian in today’s
world. In the spring, the confirmands will have the opportunity to decide if they would like to
“be confirmed”, which includes publically affirming their baptism. Students not yet baptized
will have the option of being baptized. Additionally, the confirmands will have the option of
becoming members of Lakewood UCC. At the Parent and Student Information Session we'll
discuss the confirmation process, the expectations, and the schedule for classes. If you have
questions or concerns, or are unable to make the information session, please contact Curt as
soon as possible.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Returns September 14

Weekly After a long summer break, our Bible study will begin 9/14. The class meets
Bible every Wednesday from 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. The Bible study is open to all.
tudy Topics range greatly from studying specific books of the Bible to topical stud-
. ies, but always with an eye to how the scriptures speak to our everyday living.
\/\/ No previous study required! If you have questions, please contact Curt.

Look What Some LUCC Iowans Found!

Former Iowans: Twila, MaryAnn, Val,
Susan and Don (not an Iowan, but had
been introduced to Maid-Rite restaurant by
Val on a joint trip of theirs)....... at the new
Maid-Rite in Denver; Barry Krebs took the
photo. Maid-Rites have been an Iowa
institution since 1926 so a field trip was in
order.
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CE/MISSION Thank you to all who contributed to the Bucket Brigade with items or cash.
We have sent 20 cleaning buckets to the Church World Service to help victims of disasters,
which is double the amount we had planned. Each bucket (plus shipping) cost about $100
to send. A special thank you to the combined committee from CE and Mission who put this
project together: Lisa Lloyd, Pricilla Ingebrigtsen, Susan Rumley, and Sue Preston. What a
generous congregation you are!

‘f FAMILY FUN NIGHT ﬁ Y
__aaias AND BUCKET BRIGADE

£ f e
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Sunday Schedule
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care Available
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
(Children begin in worship and transition to
Please join us at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays for Worship. Sunday school)
11:15 a.m. Fellowship hour
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

LUCC office hours are 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon,
Monday through Friday. Feel free to contact the
office manager if you will need assistance outside of
regular office hours.

Child Care Available
From Our Shepherds Child care is available in the nurs-
ery from 9:30 a.m. until the end of the

service. Sara Ulricksen and Marissa
Please keep the following people in your Maestas are our childcare providers.
prayers: We also have youth assistants in the nursery.
Childcare is available for children age 3 and
younger. Visiting children are welcome. The

Large print bulletins and hearing assists are avail-
able at each worship service. If you need one, ask
the greeter for one as you enter the Sanctuary.

Bea AUCh nursery is located at the far north end of the
Gerrie Wolf upper level.
Ruth Haig

Betty Touzalin
Henry and Margaret Wiese

[ TORD

hear our

| Prayers

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH

Good Grief “"Out to Lunch
Bunch” will meet at noon on
September 18 at Szechuan
Restaurant, 9090 W. 6th Ave.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

Date Attendance To Date This Was...
7/31/2011 89 8879 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8/7/2011 89 8968 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8/14/2011 110 9078 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8/21/2011 105 9183 Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
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OUR APPRECIATION FOR THOSE THAT HAVE SERVED US

Greeters for August

Fellowship Hosts for August

8/7 Tabby and Ruben Bernardo 8/7 Jenny Merriman and Twila Shankland
8/14 Linda and Doug Andreen 8/14 Judith Lew and Ila Schellpfeffer
8/21 Myra and Howard Urband 8/21 Fellowship Committee
8/28 Worship in the Park 8/28 Worship in the Park
Welcomers for August
What 8/7 Rev. Nancy True

8/14 Linda Royval

8/21 Barb Martin

8/28 Worship in the Park

Thank you to our Finance Manager, Brian
Wei shaar , for filling i
during Jeands
grateful for the time and energy he has
spent getting some of our monthly services
contracted with lower priced companies.
We appreciate all he does for our church!

vacati onl}

Free Firewood!

All you wish...just bring
your semi and load up!
It does involve a 2 hour
drive but it is worth it;
aspen or pine (beetle-
kill)...All you wish! Call Jenny @
303-986-5971 or send her an email!

7 ow about), HELP
some | WANTED!

NEW )
el Wae gre in peed of
L~ ;a Web Steward.
We are running
out of “cutesy”
ideas! We need to
give you a chance
to test your ingenuity and ability to work with
and for others!!!

Please contact Jenny at 303-986-5971 or
email jkmerriman@comcast.net if you could
be our new Web Steward!

LABOR DAY

Labor Day, Monday,
September 5, 2011
Office will be closed.

i &
LABOR DAY

The Beacon is published by E
Lakewood UCC (LUCC) 4
LUCC is at

100 Carr Street, Lakewood, Colorado IH
80226 |

<

Phone: 303-233-4401,
Fax: 303-233-4406
Church Email:
lakewooducc@qwestoffice.net.
Beacon email:
lakewoodbeacon@qwestoffice.net
website: www.lakewooduce.com

Submit an article for use in the Beacon via email to the following address:
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BEACON :
How do | submit articles?

e e e

lakewoodbeacon@qwestoffice.net

You may also place your articles in the Beacon folder in the church office.
Email submissions are accepted either in the body of the email or

as an attached Word document.

The monthly deadline is the third FRIDAY of the previous month!
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http://mail2web.com/cgi-bin/compose.asp?mb=&mp=P&mps=0&lid=0&intListPerPage=20&messageto=lakewooducc@qwestoffice.net.&ed=0XCMiVS7D07cSLiUM9xsAswoj5uw9nNqs%2Be%2BnDVXdgAS1wFIj%2FET2d6ixooQBxBfa4M2feLgiQ6i%0D%0AfNlZD%2FbQ0HnWEXiIGsz7MAErijJdomDrr664xgFWmEVLAW0n
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The mission of the Lakewood United Church of
Christ is to develop our faith in God, enabling us
to know the abundant life Christ promised by
nourishing our spiritual journey, fostering
community, inviting others to join on the journey,
and going forth into the world through service to
do justice, love others, and promote peace. We are
an Open and Affirming church, respecting all
Godds children regardl es
gender, national origin, sexual orientation, age, or
disability. We adopt and embrace the Policy to
Protect against Sexual Abuse and Harassment.

Lakewood United Church of Christ

100 Carr St.
Lakewood, CO 80226
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