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The Church is in the People
“For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20

A number of years ago, our family visited Plimouth Plantation
in Massachusetts, which is a recreation of the original town the
Pilgrims founded when they landed. The actors, clothed in appropri-
ate historical garb, do a wonderful job engaging visitors, asking ques-
tions, and providing answers all while in “character.” During our visit
we asked one of the women where they go to church. She looked
somewhat shocked and then, disapprovingly said, “The church is in
the people, we worship up the hill.”

It's easy to get lulled into believing that the church is the build-
ing where we worship, or the denomination we are a part of. But as
our Pilgrim friend noted, the “church” is actually in the people. We
may worship in a cathedral, a chapel, a sanctuary, an auditorium, an
elementary school, or the basement of someone’s house, but regard-
less of where we meet, it is “church” because of why we gather. Itis
church because, as scripture tells us, wherever two or more are
gathered in Christ’s name, He is there.

On August 28, we will be worshiping at Prospect Park in Wheat
Ridge, rather than as we normally do in our sanctuary. While we've
changed locations for Worship in the Park several times over the past
few years, the intent of the service remains that same: get out of our
usual routines and do something different. Not to mention, it is also
a good opportunity for us to get out into the community where people
who normally don’t come to church might see our banner and find out
a little about us.

We've chosen this park because it is easy to find, has a parking
lot close to the pavilion, and because it has bathrooms and a play-
ground nearby. Directions are available in this issue of the Beacon
(page 8) as well as on the Welcome Center. We will again begin with
an informal sing along of some of our favorites and then transition
into a relaxed and casual worship experience. We also invite you to
plan on staying for a picnic lunch. Last year we had more than 100
people attend and we hope even more of you come this year.

Blessings on the Journey,

Curt
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Moder atorodés Refl ections

There are certain things we look forward to each Sunday. We gather in God’s

house, sing His praises, hear His word, celebrate our joys and share our concerns.
We join with our friends and neighbors to greet each other, support one another,
and enjoy the warmth of mutual friendship, fellowship and love.

But...there is much more to Sunday worship than that. It is also a time to reach
out, to offer our hand to those we don’t know, those who may be visiting for the
first or second time. Some folks prefer not to be noticed. We need to respect that.
Ask their permission before introducing them to the entire congregation. Others
may have come to church many times, but were too shy to speak. They didn't
know what to say, how to say it, or who to say it to. This, then, is your opportunity
to be their new friend.

DOH4>»>mMOOLZ

By now you should have noticed two very important things about Pastor Curt
Preston. First, he is among the first in the narthex before service each Sunday,
greeting everyone -- visitors, new members, children and even us old-timers.
Secondly, he is ALWAYS in the narthex immediately after worship, ensuring that
people who choose to leave right away receive a warm invitation to return.
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Pastor does his job, and we have ours to do. As much as we want to spend time
with our friends, we have a more important mission. It is our hand, extended in
friendship, that lets someone know he or she is truly welcome in our midst. It is
our invitation, genuine and friendly, that encourages someone to join us for coffee
and a snack. Itis the Love of Christ, in us and through us, that enables visitors to
know that LUCC can be their home, as it is ours.

Lakewooducc.com

A reminder to use your website frequently! If you miss a Sunday
or just want to recheck what was said (i.e. Joys and Concerns),
check out the Weekly Announcements page under Making Connec-
tions. Check out the latest sermons under the same section, in
audio and in pdf form. In the Welcome section, most of the future
events are listed, and in Making a Difference are selected pictures
from the latest Special Events (more pictures will be found soon on
CDs as part of our church history). Under Making Connections, you
will also find the Bulletin Board where once you have registered, you can find the most
current directory and the minutes from the committees (if they remember to send them!).

If you have any suggestions, pictures, or comments about the website- or if you have an
interest in becoming the Web Steward, please contact
jkmerriman@comcast.net .
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MUSIC! MUSIC! MUSIC!

Thanks to all who have been a part or who are preparing to be a part of the worship
music during the summer! I keep wondering if there are people in the congregation who
play musical instruments. I would love to know that. JUST STRINGS play once a month.
Right now, we have three guitars, a mandolin, and electric bass. If you play an instru-
ment that would fit with the group and would like to join us, please let me know.

We are also looking for two or three people to sing with JUST STRINGS.

The CHANCEL CHOIR is off for the summer. Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday,
September 7, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.. We would love to have some new members.
Think about it. It’s a fun commitment to make music together.

The BELL CHOIR has also been off for the summer. For them, the season will begin

with a workshop on Saturday, September 10, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Their weekly
rehearsal time is Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. We occasionally need a substitute
for rehearsals. If you read music, this is a fun way to experience bell ringing.

For some years (if I knew how many, I'd tell you), Phil and Steve Goebel have been
hosting an annual music potluck for all who participate in the music program at LUCC.
This will be held on Saturday, August 20, at 5:30 p.m. This is simply a lovely, relaxed
way to get to know other people in the music program.

Please ponder participation in some of these musical activities. Always, feel free to call
me (720-404-3273) or email me (jpaw.1@qg.com) with any questions.

Blessings, Joan Wagner

Here is a brief synopsis of our financial picture as of June 30, 2011:

Pledged income ($111,165) was 95% of expectations ($116,428) for this time of year.
Unpledged income ($7,254) was 110% of expectations ($6,576) for this time of year.
Total income ($131,172) was 96% of expectations ($137,096) for this time of year.
Total expenses ($136,799) were 99% of expectations ($138,567) for this time of year.
As of June 30, 2011, expenses exceeded income by ($5,627).

Net income was budgeted at ($1,471). The actual was a net loss of ($5,627). The
difference of ($4,156) was due to pledged income being 5% lower than budget.

Board of Church Operations
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TIDINGS

Let 6s Get Ac wgithaimemeed who
has been a teacher, a state legislator, a fund-
raiser for state and congressional candidates,
an advocate for mental health issues, an activ-
ist, @ host to foreign students, and a wife and
mother who was seriously injured in an air-
plane crash but survived to defy her doctors by
walking again. Marlene Fish and her family
were flying from Des Moines, Iowa, to
Minneapolis when their private plane got
caught in an unexpected ice storm that
evolved into a blizzard. The plane crashed in a
cornfield. Her husband died, her two children
survived, and Marlene was thrown forward,
breaking her neck and incurring injuries that
have persevered ever since.

Rushed to a nearby hospital where, fortu-
nately, personnel had recently completed
specialized emergency training, the stalwart
Iowan was determined to remain conscious,
and she did. Once her ordeal was behind her,
she realized that she was strong enough so
that, “You can now make decisions and carry
them through.”

Verne Fish was a friend of her late husband,
and the couple later married and moved to
Colorado. Despite the doctor’s warning that
she wouldn’t be able to walk, and even after
undergoing two knee replacements and two
ankle fusions as a result of the plane crash,
she walked miles campaigning for her two
terms in the Colorado Legislature, where she
represented House District 23 in Lakewood.
She also ran campaigns for several City Coun-
cil candidates. As if that weren’t enough, she
became a “Motorcycle Mama,” as she and
Verne joined a group of LUCC folks who took
to the road. As a result of her experiences
on both trail and road bikes, she introduced
legislation encouraging driver’s education
classes before biking. “Jeeping” was another
endeavor, and her goal is to go off-road up
every mountaintop in Colorado.

The Fishes joined LUCC in 1974 and she taught

Sunday School and
served as moderator
while Verne sang in
the choir. She also
used to prepare
coffee for the fellow-
ship hour. When she
retired, she received
the “coffee pot”
award from the late
Ken Jaeger, and we
like to think it
remains one of her
prized possessions. Marleen just completed a
term as "Bible Reader Coordinator”, supplying
us with our weekly worship service readers.
She is a member of the church’s Mental Health
Awareness Ministry (MHAM) and serves on the
newly-formed Endowment Committee.

Marlene and Verne have three children
between them. Through the years, they also
have sponsored students from Sweden,
Poland, Taiwan and Morocco; in fact, they
recently returned from Morocco, where they
attended the wedding of their foreign
exchange student. They share a love of
gardening; he raises vegetables and she
prefers flowers. “I like to pick my strawberries
off the counter,” she jokes. Travel is some-
thing they both enjoy. In August she and
some women will visit religious areas in
Turkey, then go to the Acropolis in Athens.

Marlene graduated from Iowa State University
and taught home economics at Morningside
College in Sioux City before moving to
Colorado. But here’s something you may not
know about her: She played basketball for four
years in high school and describes herself as
“a very aggressive guard.” That explains a lot
about Marlene and the strength, fortitude and
faith that carried her through a devastating air
crash and gave her the determination to over-
come all odds.

(Tidings continued on page 5)
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TIDINGS (continued)
The AJust Stringso combo got a | ot
high schoolers Nick Restad, pianist, and Patrick Jorgenson,
trumpeter, joined Don Collins, Steve Goebel and Don
Restad in sharing their musical talents during Sunday
g service. Patrick, you will recall, recently became an Eagle
Scout.Nick was in Beijing, China last month studying the
culture of that ancient country.

Food was the topic this year for LUCC’s Summer Film
Series, held every Wednesday evening in July. Pastor
Curt Preston selected tasty, mouth-watering film fare that
offered American, Mexican, Italian and French foods and
thought-provoking issues. Free movies, lemonade and
popcorn...all followed by discussion...it’s the best way to
spend a summer’s evening.

Tabby Bernardo
= Pictures by Jenny Merriman
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WEG6LL MISS YOU!
Jim and Alice Mascenik have moved to North Carolina where Jim has a job at Winston-Salem
State University. Our prayers for safe travel and wonderful new beginnings go with them. If
you would like to contact them, they can be reached at:
Jim and Alice Mascenik,

501-G Park Ridge Court, Winston-Salem, NC 27104

NEW PULPIT HANGING The new pulpit hanging was
commissioned and purchased by the Memorial Committee.
Green symbolizes growth and is the color for the liturgical
season of “After Pentecost” which extends until Advent.
Thank you to the Memorial Committee and to those whose
donations made this gift possible.

- *

*
¥

* hud *
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THANK YOU

Thanks to Ed Mitchell, Janet Hehr,
and Linda Royval for the stepstools in the main floor bathrooms
which make it easier for our little ones to wash their hands.
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Christian Education

A. August Teaching Theme - Used By God
August 7, 2011 - Vessels of Clay August 14, 2011 - Gifts From Above
August 21, 2011 - The Body of Christ August 28, 2011 - Heaven is a Free Gift

B. CE Summer Programming
General Sunday - Programming Times -June - August 2011,
' Nursery -Sundays -10:00a.m. 711:15a.m.
1 Outreach Summer Sundays -Sunday School -Sundays -10:25 -11:15 a.m.
Students will start in Worship and move to student activities during Worship service.

Summer Family Special Event Programming
 August-Nat i onal A NiigMednes@ay Evening, August 3, 2011
i St. Paul's Episcopal Church - Lakewood
9 August - Family Fun Night/Bucket Brigade -Dinner, Games, and Outreach Activity
Friday, August 12, 2011, 5:30 -8:00 p.m.

C. YACi Summer Youth At Church

This summer our youth has many opportunities to serve. Please have your youth consider
the following ways to be the hands, feet and voice of Christ. This is a great way to gather
service hours that are needed in both junior and high school programs.

National " Night Out™" - Lakewood Police Function
Wednesday, August 3, 2011 (Time to be announced)

 Need student mentors/teachers to help with event
T Will be working with St Paul’s Episcopal Church
i Booth and game operations

Family Fun Night/Outreach Night (Bucket Brigade)

i Pizza and Game night

i Student leaders to help with food, games and outreach activity

August 12, 2011 - Friday - 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Everyone is “family” and invited to join in!
Volunteers Needed for All Events i jenkeyes@qwestoffice.net - Contact Jen

D. Adult Education-We just finished our "Summer Movie Series”. We had great movies,
fellowship and conversations!! Please stay tuned for new adult education opportunities.

VACATIONS Curt and family will be on vacation for two weeks from August 1-15. Reuv.
Tracey Dawson will be our guest preacher 8/7 and our own Rev. Jerry Eslinger will preach
8/14. The Rev. Nancy True will be on-call for pastoral emergencies 8/1-8/7 and can be
reached via cell phone at: 720-394-3421. The Rev. Jerry Eslinger will be on-call 8/8-8/15
and can be reached at: 303-980-8251.

Our office manager, Jean Chavez, will be on vacation the weeks of August 1 and August 29.
Brian Weishaar, Finance Manager, will be filling in during those two weeks. Please contact
Jean prior to her time off if there is any church business that needs attention so that we may
prepare ahead of time.
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MISSION, OUTREACH, AND EVANGELISM

A big thanks to the following people who helped pack
school supplies for under privileged Jefferson County

é SC HOOL children through the Action Center: Glenda Bobby,
@ D S U PPLIES Bryn Maya, Veronica and Zoey Griswold, Janet Hehr,

d
<=

Mary Menin, Dave and Kathy Nielsen, Tucker Prebynski,
Campbell, Danielle, Jules and Lucy Preston, Bob Rhodes
and Janet Wise. The first group packed almost 700 bags for 1st and 2nd graders.
The second group worked after the Beacon went to press. Carolyn Eslinger and Bruce Menin
will help in August.

The Action Center (note new name) is  in desperate need of

| men’s shoes. If you have an extra pair that is too small or out
of date, please consider donating them. A collection box is
next to the food basket at the church.

CE/Mission Bucket Brigade

. ! Thank you to all who have donated to the Bucket Brigade
.. (Christmas in July). For those of you who don't know what
' the Bucket Brigade is, we are collecting cleaning items for the
. World Church Service to be distributed to disaster areas. All bucket
items and financial contributions should be brought to the church by
July 31.
(There is still time to donate!) The buckets will be assembled at
Family Fun Night on Friday, August 12th.

=R Christian Education Calendar Reminders

(( ﬂ{;? Family Fun Night and Bucket Brigade

Friday, August 12, 2011, 5:30 -8:00 p.m.
We will have games and pizza and we will assemble the cleaning supplies for
distribution to those in need. Everyone is invited to join us!!
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CHURCH IN THE PARK Please join us for a special service on Sunday,
August 28 at 10:15 a.m. at Prospect Park in Wheat Ridge, CO.

Joan Wagner will start us off with a sing-a-long at 10:15 and then worship
will follow. All participants are asked to bring their own picnic lunch. Phil and
Steve Goebel will be making their home-made root beer. The Fellowship
Committee will be serving root beer floats. Questions can be directed to
Steve Goebel or Brenda and David Zserdin.

PA1<1< The park is located at 11300 W. 44th Avenue in Wheat Ridge. Take Kipling to
44th Avenue and proceed West to Robb St. It is located between Kipling and

Ward Rd.
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HANDS-ON MISSION OPPORTUNITY

We were recently contacted by Wheat Ridge UMC asking if

we were able to help with their participation in the Interfaith

.I.I H<()jspitality INetwork. IHNdis a Ilike a molvable hr:)meless Isheltefr, pro-
: viding meals, support, and a place to sleep. There are lots of ways

r\ﬁlsgs?g%rho(ad to get involved, but primarily, they need folks to help set up beds,

provide meals, and entertain children while

parents are in class. You can also be an “overnight host” which involves sleeping at

the church. Wheat Ridge UMC hosts IHN on Sunday, August 28 through Saturday,

September 3. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Curt.
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Please join us at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays for Worship.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

LUCC office hours are 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon,
Monday through Friday. Feel free to contact the
office manager if you will need assistance outside of
regular office hours.

From Our Shepherds

Please keep the following people in your
prayers:

Henry and Margaret Wiese
Priscilla Ingebrigtsen

Sunday Schedule
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care Available
10:15 a.m. Worship Service
(Children begin in worship and transition to
Sunday school)
11:15 a.m. Fellowship hour

Large print bulletins and hearing assists are avail-
able at each worship service. If you need one, ask
the greeter for one as you enter the Sanctuary.

Child Care Available

Child care is available in the nurs-
ery from 9:30 a.m. until the end of the
service. Sara Ulricksen and Marissa
Maestas are our childcare providers.
We also have youth assistants in the nursery.

Childcare is available for children age 3 and
younger. Visiting children are welcome. The
nursery is located at the far north end of the
upper level.

L hear our

| prayers

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH

Good Grief "Out to Lunch
Bunch will meet on

August 14 at 12:00 noon at
Black Eyed Pea on Wadsworth.
Every one is welcome to join
us.

Date Attendance To Date
6/26/2011 120 8368
7/3/2011 105 8473
7/10/2011 101 8574
7/17/2011 108 8682
7/24/2011 108 8732

This Was...

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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OUR APPRECIATION FOR THOSE THAT HAVE SERVED US
Greeters for July Fellowship Hosts for July
July 3 Bill and Glenda Bobby 7/3  Wise/Michalec family
July 10 The Zserdin Family 7/10 Dave and Kathy Nielsen
July 17 Molly Hughes and Jenny Merriman 7/17 Tabby and Ruben Bernardo
July 24 Dan and Sue Preston 7/24 Marcia Forney
July 31 Verne and Marleen Fish 7/31 Rob and Tiffany Beastrom
SOPORIOPOPOIOPOD PP Welcomers for July
Wh t 7/3 Marilyn Ransdell
d 7/10 Molly Hughes
Th.%lbf]kalOll;" 7/17 Susan Rumley
f ) 7/24 Noel Darby
s abby Bernardo
or 7/31 Tabby Bernard

Thank you so much to everyone in the
congregation who sent lovely cards and
messages to our family on the recent pass-

We received news that Margery
Soderberg passed away peace-

ing of my dad, Gerald Warner. We so fully on July 17 in lowa.
appreciate your caring thoughts, prayers, Margery was 89 years old and a
and friendship at this sad time. the Loss member of LUCC for 25 years.
Sincerely, ofa friend Prayers go out to her family. Her
Sandy, Daren, Kyle and Neil from afar... husband, Eddie Soderberg, was
Vanlerberghe an engineer at Gates Rubber
Company.  As a member of the church in the
early days, he was the general contractor for
Lois Hundley (Matt & Samo{ Ngeriginaly m anguary, logated where the up-
Pastor Rob6s mother) pass ¢4 & Hagsiopms g now. Edde invented a
She's had some health issues this year and 6doub e h fisb flodk and other lures that
was in the hospital having gall bladder sur- were used by fishermen; together they even
gery. enjoyed dancmg at the Elitch's Trocade_ro Ball-
) room. The family requests that Memorial con-
If anyone would like to send cards: tributions be made to Lakewood UCC in honor
Sam, care of Jayne Dueyos | gafdrfheySsderbelgt = S
still his permanent address); Matthew's
address is: 517 Vanderbilt St., 2nd floor; Cards may be sent to her daughter, at:
Brooklyn, NY 11218. Marilyn Deegan, 18372 145th Ave.
) _ N ) . ) Zwingle, IA 52079.
EB N, EO A RGN E RS R EO R, 2
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The Beacon is published by
Lakewood UCC (LUCC) BEACON :
LUCC is at How do | submit articles?
100 Carr Street, Lakewood, Colorado
80226 Submit an article for use in the Beacon via email to the following address:

Phone: 303-233-4401,
Fax: 303-233-4406
Church Email:
lakewooducc@qwestoffice.net.
Beacon email:
lakewoodbeacon@qwestoffice.net
website: www.lakewooduce.com

lakewoodbeacon@qwestoffice.net

You may also place your articles in the Beacon folder in the church office.
Email submissions are accepted either in the body of the email or

as an attached Word document.

The monthly deadline is the third FRIDAY of the previous month!
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PARENTOS NI GHT OUT

Parent’s Night Out was a great success!! We had twelve kids, three teen volunteers,
and two adults for a night of games, pizza, snacks, movies and fun. In addition to our
church family kids, we hosted kids from a neighboring church (a pastor who just
adopted four kids had a date night with his wife). Thank you to our CE Director, Jen
Keyes, Office Manager, Jean Chavez, Nancy Krebs, and teen volunteers, Mollie Krebs,
Josh Keyes and Missy Scavuzzo.

—ACO HIO=Z wizmxu>T




The mission of the Lakewood United Church of
Christ is to develop our faith in God, enabling us
to know the abundant life Christ promised by
nourishing our spiritual journey, fostering
community, inviting others to join on the journey,
and going forth into the world through service to
do justice, love others, and promote peace. We are
an Open and Affirming church, respecting all
Godds children regardl es
gender, national origin, sexual orientation, age, or
disability. We adopt and embrace the Policy to
Protect against Sexual Abuse and Harassment.

Lakewood United Church of Christ

100 Carr St.
Lakewood, CO 80226
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